Synthesis and biological activity of 8-arylergolines.
9,10-Didehydro-6-methyl-8beta-arylergolines 2, in which the carboxyl group of lysergic acid and isolysergic acid is replaced by various aryl groups, were prepared in two steps by alkylation of aromatic substrates with the tetracyclic allylic alcohol 3, followed by aromatization with MnO2. The new ergolines 2 have modest prolactin-inhibiting and rat antimuricidal activities and possess significant alpha-blocking and antiserotonin properties.